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CRIMINAL CASE DISPOSITIONS

SEAL SECTIONS

CPL

160.50

CPL

160.55

CPL

160.58

CPL 720

(YO)

CPL 720.15

(EYO)

CPL 725

Cases dismissed or acquitted are sealed under … X

Convictions for a marijuana viol. (PL 221.05) are sealed at

least three years after the crime date under…
X

Convictions for non-criminal offenses (i.e. violations and

infractions) other than VTL 1192.1, PL 240.37(02), or PL

240.35(03) are sealed under…

X

Cases Adjourned in Contemplation of Dismissal (ACD)

pursuant to CPL 170.55  or CPL 210.47 are dismissed and

sealed on the “ACD deemed dismissed date” under…

X

Cases Adjourned in Contemplation of Dismissal (ACD)

pursuant to CPL 170.56 or CPL 210.46 (marijuana related) are

dismissed and sealed on the “ACD deemed dismissed date”

under….

X

Cases Adjourned in Contemplation of Dismissal (ACD)

pursuant to CPL 215.10 are dismissed and sealed on the “ACD

deemed dismissed date” under....

      X

When a defendant charged with a PL 220 or 221 drug offense

or a specified offense defined in CPL 410.91(5) successfully

completes a Judicial Diversion or another judicially-

sanctioned drug treatment program, AND the sentence

imposed has been completed, the case may be conditionally

sealed under…

X

In addition to conditionally sealing of the instant case

(above), up to three prior eligible misdemeanor convictions

for which the sentences have been completed may also be

conditionally sealed under …

X

Criminal cases against a Juvenile Offender (J.O.) that are

terminated and removed to Family Court are sealed under…
X

A defendant, who is 16, 17 or 18 when a crime is alleged to

have occurred, and who is found guilty or pleads guilty to a

crime, may have their conviction replaced with a YO

adjudication.  The record is confidential and suppressed

under....

X

Courts can utilize a copy of the CDR-540 report to notify

appropriate local agencies, prosecutors, DCJS and/or OCA of

cases sealed under…

X X X

When a defendant is: 1) from 16 to 18 years of age, 2) is

charged with an offense other than a felony, and 3) has not

been previously adjudicated a youthful offender or convicted

of a crime, the accusatory instrument and details of the case

shall be sealed to the public under...

X
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SEALING NOTIFICATION
CPL

160.50

CPL

160.55

CPL

160.58

CPL 720

(YO)

CPL 720.15

(EYO)

CPL 725

For ACD cases, courts may utilize a copy of the CDR-540

report as notification to appropriate local agencies at the

disposition of an ACD and again on the “ACD deemed

dismissed date” of the favorable disposition (dismissal) and

seal…

X

Law enforcement and DCJS fingerprint cards, etc, are not

returned or destroyed if a case is processed as a “Partial

Seal,” meaning one charge may be sealed and another may

not be or adjudicated a Youthful Offender under the

following sections …

X X

CDR Unit transmits case dispositions to DCJS that are

sealable under…
X X X X X

DCJS notifies the FBI to purge the case, destroy the

fingerprint card, and the court notifies the arresting agency

when a record has been completely sealed or deemed

confidential (Y.O.) under…

X X X X X

DCJS seals cases and destroys defendants’ fingerprint cards

under...
X X X

Case is sealed at the state (DCJS), court and local level

under…
X X

Sealing occurs upon receiving court notification of favorable

case dispositions and seals (e.g., acquittals, dismissals) as of

November 1991 under …

X

Court contacts local agencies of Youthful Offender status

thru court order to hold record “CONFIDENTIAL” under…
X

DCJS notifies the FBI to purge the case, retains the

fingerprint card and the court notifies the arresting agency

when a record has been conditionally sealed under...

X

Upon subsequent arrest, a conditionally sealed record

(referenced above) is unsealed and the arrest record is

reactivated on the FBI Record under…

X

DISSEMINATION
CPL

160.50

CPL

160.55

CPL

160.58

CPL 720

(YO)

CPL 720.15

(EYO)

CPL 725

Sealed event is disseminated (released for viewing) pursuant

to a background investigation when a person applies for a

police or peace officer job if the event was sealed under …

X X

Sealed event is disseminated (released for viewing) to the

defendant, or his/her agent with the defendant’s permission,

if the event was sealed under ….

X X X X X X

Sealed event is disseminated (released for viewing) to the

Division of Parole or the City/County Probation Department

if the sealed event occurred while defendant was under

Probation or Parole supervision and the event was sealed

under…

X X X

DCJS disseminates the sealed event to law enforcement

agencies when the conviction is for a violation of PL 240.26

as a Family Offense if the event was sealed under…

X

Sealed event may be disseminated (released for viewing) to

law enforcement agency upon a motion to a Superior Court if

the event was sealed under…….

X   X* X X X X

Sealed event is disseminated (released for viewing) pursuant

to a background investigation when a person applies for a

firearms permit if the event was sealed under .....

      X       X          X

CALL 1-866-246-2361 (OCA’S CDR UNIT) FOR INQUIRIES REGARDING CRIMINAL DISPOSITION REPORTING
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SEAL ORDERS

With certain exceptions (see below), sealing of a record is generally a two part process:  the return or destruction of the

fingerprints and sealing of the case record.  The NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) and most law enforcement

agencies destroy rather than return fingerprint cards.  Specific provisions of each seal section are outlined below.

SEAL ORDER CPL 160.50

CPL 160.50 became effective September 1, 1976 and applies to outcomes favorable to the defendant such as DISMISSALS and

ACQUITTALS.  When the case outcome is favorable to the defendant, the accusatory instrument is SEALED by court.  This

applies to both fingerprintable and non-fingerprintable arrests.  The court must send sealing notifications to the prosecutor

and all appropriate police/law enforcement agencies.  Sealing notification must also be sent to DCJS if the case began as a

fingerprintable charge.  Sealed case records are not expunged in New York State, but are retained on file and SUPPRESSED

FROM PUBLIC VIEW.  Fingerprints, photos, palmprints, proofs, etc. ARE DESTROYED.

EXCEPTIONS:

• Fingerprints, photos, palmprints, proofs, etc, ARE NOT DESTROYED in cases dismissed and sealed under CPL 170.56 or CPL

210.46 (marijuana ACDs).

• Convictions under PL 221.05-Unlawful Possession of Marijuana (or PL 240.36  prior to PL 221.05 becoming effective) are

sealed pursuant to CPL 160.50, however, the case is not sealed until AT LEAST THREE YEARS AFTER THE CRIME DATE, and

the fingerprints ARE NOT DESTROYED UNTIL THE CASE IS SEALED.

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Effective November 1991, charges terminated in favor of the defendant are sealed under CPL

160.50 unless they are marked DO NOT SEAL.  When notifying appropriate local agencies of the seal status of the case, the

court may use a copy of the CDR-540 report.

SEAL ORDER CPL 160.55

CPL 160.55 became effective September 1, 1980 and requires the sealing of non-criminal convictions (i.e. violations and

infractions).  The court must send sealing notifications to the prosecutor and all appropriate police/law enforcement agencies. 

Sealing notification must also be sent to DCJS if the case began as a fingerprintable charge.  These agencies must seal their

records, and fingerprints, photos, palmprints, proofs, etc. ARE DESTROYED.  Although sealed by all outside agencies, these

records ARE NOT SEALED BY THE COURT AND REMAIN OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

EXCEPTIONS:

• Convictions under VTL 1192.01-DWAI (after June 14, 1981), PL 240.37(02)-Loitering for Deviant Sex, and PL 240.35(05)-

Loitering in or about School Grounds ARE NOT SEALED pursuant to CPL 160.55.

• Convictions under PL 240.26 - Harassment 2E that have been designated as family offenses pursuant to CPL 170.10(4)(e) &

170.10(8-a) are sealed, however, the fingerprints ARE NOT DESTROYED.  To alert DCJS to preserve the fingerprint card,

either the “PG-F,” “CONV-F” or “TFG-F”disposition code must be transmitted; the family offense indicator must be set to “Y

= Yes;” and family offense relationship data is also required.  Non-fingerprintable arrests involving PL 240.20 and PL 240.26

must be reported with the family offense indicator.

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS:  Submit CDR-540 report showing convictions for non-criminal offense(s).  These charges will be

sealed under CPL 160.55 unless the DO NOT SEAL indicator is marked.  When notifying appropriate local agencies of the seal

status of the case, the court may use a copy of the CDR-540 report.

SEAL ORDER CPL 160.58

CPL 160.58 became effective June 6, 2009 authorizing the court to conditionally seal convictions for PL 220 and PL 221 drug

offenses.  At the court’s discretion, CPL 160.58 conditional sealing may be applied if the defendant has: 1) been convicted of a

PL 220 or PL 221 drug offense, 2) successfully completed a Judicial Diversion or another judicially-sanctioned drug

rehabilitation program, and 3) completed the sentence imposed by the court.  CPL 160.58 also allows conditional sealing of up

to three prior misdemeanor convictions provided, however, that the sentences on these cases have also been completed. 

Unlike CPL 160.50 and CPL 160.55, the fingerprints, palmprints, photographic proofs, etc. ARE NOT DESTROYED, and the sealed

information may be revealed for criminal justice purposes.  If the defendant is subsequently rearrested, these cases are

unsealed, but they are re-sealed if the new arrest is resolved with a disposition favorable to the defendant (CPL 160.50 seal).

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 reporting indicating the 160.58 seal in the seal section.  If the defendant gets

rearrested, the court will be notified to remove the 160.58 seal and resend another CDR-540.  If the outcome of the new arrest

is sealed, the court will be notified to reseal the case 160.58 and send another CDR-540. 
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ADJOURNMENTS IN CONTEMPLATION OF DISMISSAL

An adjournment in contemplation of dismissal (ACD) is not considered favorable to the defendant until the adjournment

period has expired and the case has actually been dismissed.  At the time of dismissal, the case is sealed by the court under

CPL 160.50.  There are three varieties of ACDs (see below), and the sealing orders are not the same for all types of ACDs.

ACD – CPL 170.55 (local courts) and CPL 210.47 (superior courts)

This type of ACD applies to any offense other than felonies and certain marijuana offenses under PL 221.  The adjournment

period is SIX MONTHS or ONE YEAR in family offense cases.  At the end of the adjournment period, the court dismisses and

seals the case under CPL 160.50.  FINGERPRINTS ARE DESTROYED.

CDR-540 REPORT PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report disposing charge(s) as ACD55 or ACD47 as applicable.  Include the “ACD

deemed dismissed date” (six months, or one year for family offenses).  If the case is not restored during the adjournment

period, the court dismisses and seals the case pursuant to CPL 160.50.  The court must provide a sealing notification to the

prosecutor, police/law enforcement and appropriate local agencies on the “ACD deemed dismissed date.”  If the case is

restored during the adjournment period, update the original CDR with the new disposition information.

ACD – CPL 170.56 (local courts) and CPL 210.46 (superior courts)

This type of ACD applies when the sole remaining charge(s) is/are marijuana related under PL221.05, PL 221.10, PL 221.15, PL

221.35 or PL 221.40.  The adjournment period is UP TO TWELVE MONTHS.  At the end of the adjournment period, the court

dismisses and seals the case under CPL 160.50.  FINGERPRINTS ARE NOT DESTROYED and are kept on file by DCJS and law

enforcement agencies for future identification.

EXCEPTIONS:

• The court cannot grant this type of ACD if the defendant has previously: 1) received this type of ACD, 2) been granted a

dismissal under this section, 3) been convicted of any controlled substance offense, 4) been convicted of a crime and the

prosecutor does not consent to the ACD, or 5) been adjudicated a YO for a controlled substance offense and the prosecutor

does not consent to the ACD. 

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report disposing charge(s) as ACD56 or ACD46 as applicable.  Include the “ACD

deemed dismissed date” (from 1 day up to 1 year).  If the defendant’s case is not restored during the adjournment period, the

court dismisses and seals the case pursuant to CPL 160.50.  FINGERPRINTS ARE NOT DESTROYED.  The court must provide a

sealing notification to the prosecutor, police/law enforcement and appropriate local agencies on the “ACD deemed dismissed

date.”  If the case is restored during the adjournment period, update the original CDR with the new disposition information.

ACD - CPL 215.10 (superior courts)

This type of ACD applies to felonies only (with certain exceptions) for the purpose of referring the action to a community

dispute center established pursuant to article twenty-one-A of the judiciary law.   The adjournment period is no more than SIX

MONTHS, after which the court must dismiss and seal the case under CPL 160.50.    FINGERPRINTS ARE EITHER DESTROYED.

EXCEPTIONS:

• The court cannot ACD a case under CPL 215.10 if the defendant is charged with: 1) a class A felony, 2) a violent felony

offense as defined in PL 70.02, 3) any drug offense under PL 220, 4) a felony and if convicted must be sentenced as a second

felony offender [CPL 70.06], second violent felony offender [CPL 70.04], or a persistent violent felony offender [CPL 70.08],

or 5) a felony and if convicted may be sentenced as a persistent felony offender [CPL 70.10].

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report disposing charge(s) as ACD10 as applicable.  Include the “ACD deemed

dismissed date” (up to 6 months).  If the defendant’s case is not restored during this specified adjournment period, the court

must dismiss and seal the case pursuant to CPL 160.50.  FINGERPRINTS ARE DESTROYED.  The court must provide a sealing

notification to DCJS, the prosecutor, appropriate police/law enforcement agencies and other appropriate local agencies on the

“ACD deemed dismissed date.”   If the case is restored during the adjournment period, update the original CDR with the new

disposition information.
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YOUTHFUL OFFENDER ADJUDICATION – CPL 720.20

Youthful Offender adjudications are reported as final dispositions in the CDR-540 criminal disposition reporting form.  Youthful

Offender adjudications are sealed as “CONFIDENTIAL” records.  Certain agencies will continue to have access to the records for

criminal justice purposes.  Fingerprints, palmprints and photographs ARE NOT DESTROYED and are and are kept on file by DCJS

and law enforcement agencies for future identification, however, the court must order appropriate local agencies to keep

records related to Youthful Offender adjudications CONFIDENTIAL.

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report with the Youthful Offender adjudication by indicating a Y.O. in the seal

section.  The court is required to report both the final disposition (e.g. PG) and the sentence (e.g. fine, probation, etc.).

ELIGIBLE YOUTHFUL OFFENDER STATUS (EYO) – CPL 720.15

When an individual from 16 to 18 years of age is charged with an offense other than a felony, the case must be filed as a

sealed instrument.  The case retains the EYO status until the final outcome of the case unless the judge determines that the

defendant is not YO eligible.  Defendants charged with a felony are not eligible for EYO status.

 CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report with the Eligible Youthful Offender seal at arraignment by indicating

EYO in the seal section. The case should be reported with the EYO when there is an ACD or transfer to another court.  The EYO

remains on the case until final disposition.  The court is required to resend the case with a new seal section or no seal at the

adjudication of the case. 

REMOVAL TO FAMILY COURT – CPL 725 

If a criminal action against a juvenile offender [see CPL 1.20(42)] is terminated and removed to Family Court, the disposition

code should be “REFCT,” and the case must be sealed pursuant to CPL 725.

CDR-540 REPORTING PROCESS: Submit CDR-540 report the Removal to Family Court seal by indicating 725 in the seal section. 
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