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Rare books part of library collection

by Maryanne Clark

The Rare Book room holds two very special collections: the Chancellor’s
Collection and the Rare Book Collection. In previous years at the Hall of Justice
and earlier at the County Office Building, the books in these collections were
intermingled and housed serendipitously in attic storage, in a large walk-in vault,
and in open stacks. This resulted in some materials being heavily damaged when a
leak sprung in the equipment room above the superseded section on the balcony of
the Hall of Justice library. To avert future catastrophes, one of the first decisions
made for the new library was to have a climate controlled rare book room.

In 1998, the library moved to the new Appellate Division Courthouse on East
Avenue. Once settled, the hunt began to track down the various old books
classified as “Rare”, “Treasure”, “Chancellor”, and “Vault”. Having a spacious
and perfect venue, it seemed appropriate to separate the books into two
collections: Chancellor’s and Rare.

The Chancellor’s materials are historically important as the core of the present
Fourth Department Law Library collection. Initially, all the Chancellor’s materials
were designated as such by special bookplates. But over 150 years of wear, tear
and rebinding, many covers were damaged, missing, or rebound and the
bookplates destroyed. We were fortunate to find a copy of the Catalog of the
Library of the Court of Chancery from May 1843, which helped identify which of
our archival materials were to go into the Chancellor’s Collection. Not all of the
Chancellor’s materials are in the Rare Book Room. Many early volumes of the
New York nominative reports, state reporters and federal reporters owned by the
Chancellor have been shelved in the open stacks with their respective reporters. At
last count, there are 1,563 volumes in the Rare Book Room, of which 1,052 are
from the Chancellor’s original library. An additional 335 volumes are in the open
stacks.

If you were a practicing attorney in 1869, you would have in your possession a
tiny little law book entitled The Code of Procedure of the State of New York
(RARE/KFN5990/A3/1869/T73). Just 2% by 4)4” and about 200 pages long, this
forerunner of the current 20-volume CPLR fit neatly in a lawyer’s vest pocket. See
this volume for a view of an earlier, simpler time in the practice of law.

(Continued on page 3)
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All the best search engines piled into one.
Google YAHOO!searcH s seacn Ask

by Betsy Vipperman

Most Internet users tend to think all search engines will return similar results. They have one or two
favorites that they use exclusively for all their research needs. In reality, search engines can return
quite different results for the exact same search. Some web experts are recommending using a
metasearch engine, such as Dogpile (http://www.dogpile.com) instead. Metasearch engines run a
query through multiple single search engines simultaneously and present their combined results.

Dogpile recently collaborated with the University of Pittsburgh and Penn State University to study
the difference using a metasearch engine makes in search results (“Different Engines, Different
Results : Web Searchers Not Always Finding What They’re Looking for Online”
http://comparesearchengines.dogpile.com/OverlapAnalysis.pdf’). Their research indicates large
differences between the search results of the four most popular single search engines. After studying
the overlap of first page results from Google, Yahoo!, MSN, and Ask Jeeves they determined only
1.1% of 485,460 results were the same and 84.9% of total results were unique to any one search
engine.

Next time you aren’t quite finding what you’re looking for with that old favorite search engine, try a
metasearch with Dogpile. In addition to viewing the best combined results, Dogpile offers a
comparison view tool. Click on any of six available search engine buttons at the top of the results
screen to single out results from that engine.
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Library content available through Internet search sites

by Steve Weiter

Using popular Web search sites such as Yahoo! and Google, searchers can now find and access
information on the holdings of the Appellate Division Law Library. Because the library’s collection is
a part of the Online Computer Library Center’s WorldCat, the world’s largest database of items held in
libraries, searchers can link to the Appellate Division Law Library’s content through the Web sites they
use every day. WorldCat contains more than 61 million records '
representing more than one billion items held by libraries
worldwide.

Web users simply go to their favorite search site such as Yahoo! or
Google and enter their search terms along with the phrase “find in a
library”. When those terms match the title of a library-owned item,
the returned search results include a link to the WorldCat “Find in a
Library” interface. Identifying information about the item is
displayed—usually including an image of the book cover. Upon I
entering a ZIP code or other geographic information, searchers can | —
view libraries near them that own the item. If the Appellate

Division Law Library has the item needed, the user knows right away. Clicking on the “BOOK” icon

will enable the user to link directly to the library’s online catalog.

Rare Books

(Continued from page 1)

Be sure to take a look at the oldest book in our collection: the 1565 copy of LITCHFIELD LAW

La Graunde Abridgement by Anthony Fitzherbert, (CH/KD/196/F58). This SCHOOL 1784 - 1833
oversized, two volume abridgement of English law, written in Old French, o Visit the library and view
contains lovely engravings, as do many of the volumes in the Rare Book our display case about
Room. To realize just how old this volume is, consider these facts: 1565 Litchfield Law School,

the oldest law school in
the United States.

e See several books from
our Rare Book Room

was the height of the Renaissance; FElizabeth [ was the Queen of England;
Shakespeare was one year old; Protestantism was eight years old; the palace
at Fontainebleau was being built, and St. Augustine in Florida was just

established. from the early 1800's
related to Litchfield.

Not all of the books in the Chancellor’s library were law-related. One such
interesting item is An Introduction to Botany by James Lee (CH/SB91/
L44/1788), printed in 1788 in London. Written in Middle English, it
contains beautiful drawings and plates of plants and trees.

Although the Rare Book Room is locked, the library staff is happy to allow
patrons to use the materials.
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Selected New Books

Guide to international legal research /
Newark, NJ : LexisNexis Matthew Bender,
c2005.

KF 241 .161 G85 2005

The lawyer’s guide to summation / Tom

1= T——]]
O'Connor — Chicago : ABA Law Practice
Jl]_dgEﬁ Management Section, c2004.
Contemparary KF 320 .A9 O26 2004
Democracy

oo comaen | Managed care litigation / Julie A. Barnes, ed.
— Woashington, DC : BNA, c2005.

Srephen Brever KF 1184 .H4 M36 2005

Nursing home litigation : investigation and case
preparation / 2nd ed. / Patricia W. lyer, ed.
— Tucson, AZ : Lawyers and Judges Pub. Co.,

|

HTEPHEN

BIRIEYER 2006
...... KF 3826 .N8 N872 2006
ACTIVE o . ' .
LIBERTY Active liberty : interpreting our democratic
........ Constitution / Stephen G. Breyer — New
York : Knopf, 2005.
KF 4552 B74 2005

Judges in contemporary democracy : an
international conversation / Robert Badinter
and Stephen Breyer, eds. — New York:
NYU Press, c2004.

KF 8775 183 2004

Handbook of forensic psychology | William
O’Donohue and Eric Levensky, eds. —
Boston : Elsevier, c2004

KF 8922 H36 2004

Condemnation law and procedures in New
York / Jon Santemma, ed. —

Albany, NY : NYSBA, c2005.

KFN5800 C66 2005

Practitioner’s handbook for appeals to the
Appellate Divisions of the State of New York /
2nd ed. / Alan D. Scheinkman, David D.
Siegel — Albany, NY : NYSBA, c2005.

KFN 6078 S34 2005
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