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DISTRICT COURT OF NASSAU COUNTY
FIRST DISTRICT: CIVIL PART 3

LAZER, APTHEKER, ROSELLA &YEDID. P.C.,

Plaintiff,
against

JAMES P. DUFFY III,

Defendant.

INDEX NO. CV-000019-11

Present:

Hon. Fred J. Hirsh

DECISION AFTER TRIAL

FACTS

Plaintiff, Lazer, Aptheker, Rosella &Yedid, P.C. fLARY") is a law firm. It sues to
recover the balance due ona legal fee.

James P. Duffy, III ("Duff/) is an attorney and aformer client of Duffy.
On April 24, 2009, the Hon. William R. LaMarca issued an order in an action

captioned We're Associates Company against James P. Duffy, Esq. ("We're Action)
adjudging Duffy to be in criminal contempt. Justice LaMarca's order fined Duffy and
directed his immediate arrest and incarceration for a period of one week..

Upon being served with acopy ofJustice LaMarca's order, Duffy contacted several
law firms including LARY. Duffy wanted to make an application to vacate Justice
LaMarca's order adjudging him to be in criminal contempt..

Justice LaMarca's order that adjudged Duffy to be in contempt was granted without
opposition.

Duffy believed Justice LaMarca's contempt order should be vacated because the
motion papers served by We're' Associate's attorney were mailed to Duffy at his wife's
address and at the address of his old, dissolved law firm. Duffy claimed he did not receive
mail at either address. He asserts the attorneys for We're Associates could have properly
served him because he had provided them with his mailing address at a deposition
conducted in supplementary proceedings in the We're Action. He also asserts the
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