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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF_NEW YORK
COUNTY OF NEW YORK: PART 41 ‘ -

CONSTANTINA PAPAGEORGIOU as Spec1al
Limited Guardian of LUIS CASAS o

.Plaintifﬁv ’-lt;_ Index No. 115106/2004

- against - ,fffp -~ "_ DECISION AND ORDER

CONSOLIDATED EDISON COMPANY OF NEW jf
YORK, INC. R e

'ﬁefendanti‘b
______________________________________ %

LUCY BILLINGS, J.S.C.:

élaintiff moves'forTcourtuapproval of her proposed
compromise'Order memoriaiiging‘and:finalizing the settlement of
this longhpending aotion ‘-Nonparty-Amerlcan Home Assurance Co.
the'Workers’ Compensatlon 1nsurer that has pald Workers’
Compensation'benefits to Lurs[Casas; originally opposed
plaintiff’s.motiony but stipuiateditovthe proposed order at the
hearing held June 28‘ 2022 Intervenor Schwartz, Goldstone,
Campisiv& Kates, LLP'(SGCK)E‘alSO“Opposes the motion, but
pursuant to the order dated May 12 © 2022, SGCK maintains no
standlng in this actlon for any purpose other than determining
attorneys fees to whlch SGCK is entltled NYSCEF Doc. 37. No
other attorneys, 1nclud1no Luls Casas’s special limited guardian,

who llke the court rev1ewed the lltlgatlon expenses deducted from

the settlement payable to Luls Casas, ralsevany issue with the
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proposed compromlse order
Although the spec1al llmlted guardlan approved all the
expenses, the courtualso rev;ewed'them in camera to scrutinize

the order’s fairness and reasonableness, see C.P.L.R. §§ 1207,

1208; Jeremiah v. Dowe, 289 A.D.2d 178, 178 (1st Dep’t 2001), and
held a further hearing September.g;;2622, in accordance with the
order'dated.May'IZ 2022 Where piafntiff’s attorneys justified
the expenses 1ncurred throughout thls action. The attorneys
explained that their expenses.arose,from medicalvtesting
necessary to substantiate'theihrainﬁinjury sustained by Luis
Casas} to prepare both for medlatlon and for- trlal which
Workers’ Compensation dld not couer.h This testing included
diffusion imaging, volumetrlc analyses, and projections of Luis
Casas s future dementla : Plafntlff's attorneys incurred further
expenses updatlng medlcal evaluatlons from 2008-2009 in 2016- 2018
for hearings on the adm1ss1blllty of expert evidence and to
prepare for trlal and for medlatlons that ultlmately proved
successful. . -
The'attorneys‘alsofretafnedftranslation services and experts
to re—conceptualize iufstéasasfs_eoonomic damages based on his
experience as an agricultural-engineer_in Peru, rather than in
construction Qork,jinhwhiohfhe“engaged'fOr income while attending
Cornell UniVersity’s}agrfouituralrengineering program for Latin

Americans. This effort entaiied-retrieving documents from South
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America and tfahslatihgfthemito reoohstruot‘Lhis Casas’s history
there and'trackind,dowh;Withessesfof his engineering experience'
and potentiai from Corhellauhiyersity.

Integral to thisieffortrWas thehengagement by plaintiff’s
attorneysvof Case Quest,:Iho}f3abeSiness owned by one of
plaintiff’s.attorneys.ﬁ.It‘proyidedbhon—legal services by a
Peruvian blographer, a Latih;Amerioaniplaywright, and a
v1deographer with" computer, aUdioviShal, and editing skills to
portray Luis Casas’s l;fe;chanoing.ihﬁdries as persuasively as
possible through video summaries ofisix experts’ testimony,
assisting plaihtiff»with’thershcoessful mediation. Case Quest

also prepared medical evaluations and exhibits. These services

are distinouishablebfrom*tasksitypically performed by a paralegal
or junior associate. | To the extent that plalntlff’s attorneys
and their staff might: have partlally performed these tasksp
plalntlff’s attorneys p01ntfodtpthatvthey would have charged just
as moch. B B B | |

In sum) the medical eﬁaluatfons‘and demonstrative evidence
of Luis Casas s lost earnlnds ahd iost enjoyment fo life complled
through approx1mately $180 OOOiln expenses produced a settlement
offer in 2018 increased by almost 40 tlmes ‘the amount of those

expenses from the offer~receiyed in 2006. Therefore the court
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finds that all expenses incurfed were in Luis Casas’s best

interest and approvésvthé7éQCOmpanying proposed compromise order.

E DATED: . September 21)}2022j; 3«¥ ;

f'LUCY'BILLINGS, J.s.C.

E LUL’\’ EiLLiN@&
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