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   Preface

Welcome to the 20th annual report of
the Chief Administrator of the Courts. Each year,
in accordance with Section 212 of the Judiciary
Law, a report reflecting the activities of the
courts and the state of the court system during
the preceding year is submitted by the Chief
Administrator to the Governor and the
Legislature. Those of you familiar with the
annual report will notice that this year's report
has a new appearance and format. We have attempted to streamline the report so
as to make it easier to navigate, while retaining all of the significant data and
substantive information that we always have published.

You will find here an outline of the structure of the courts, a summary of
our legislative agenda, significant statistical data and some of the major highlights
marked by the courts during the year 1997. The extensive statistical data relating
to Family Court that is published as part of the annual report in accordance with
sections 213 and 385 of the Family Court Act is being issued separately, as Volume
II.

In 1997, major steps were taken to better serve the public, including
establishing a website, consolidating the Office of Court Administration operations
in New York City at one location, and proposing a Constitutional amendment
seeking to merge the nine levels of trial courts in New York State into two.

As always, I am proud of the accomplishments of the judges and nonjudicial
employees that constitute the court system and want to thank them for their
dedication and commitment to the Judicial Branch and to serving the people of
the State of New York.
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Please Do Not Destroy or Discard This Report.

When this report is of no further value to the holder, please return it to the Office of
Court Administration, 25 Beaver Street, New York, N.Y. 10004, so that copies will be
available for replacement in our sets and for distribution to those who may request
them in the future.
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