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Preface

Welcome to the 215t annual report of the Chief
Administrator of the Courts. This report, which is
submitted to the Governor and the Legislature in
accordance with Section 212 of'the Judiciary Law, reflects
the activities of the courts and the state of the court
system during the preceding year.

You will find here an outline of the structure of
the courts, a summary of our legislative agenda,
significant statistical data and some of the major
highlights marked by the courts during the year 1998.
The extensive statistical data relating to Family Court that is published each year in accordance
with sections 213 and 385 of the Family Court Act is issued separately as Volume Il of this
annual report.

During 1998, we continued to develop our Criminal, Family and Housing Justice
initiatives, which bring innovative methods of case management to the courts, make them
more accessible to the public and improve the delivery of court services. We also continued
to increase our technological expertise in all aspects of court operations.

I am pleased to report that the Unified Court System's Center for Court Innovation, a
public-private partnership that develops and implements new programs to improve court
operations, was one of ten recipients of the prestigious Innovations in American Government
Award presented by the Ford Foundation and Harvard University’s Kennedy School of
Government, in recognition of the new court prototypes we have piloted and the structure
that has been established for ongoing innovation in the courts.

As always, [ am proud of the accomplishments of the Judges and nonjudicial employees
that constitute the court system and want to thank them for their dedication and commitment
to the Judicial Branch and to serving the people of the State of New York.

I also want to take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the assistance and
cooperation extended to the Office of Court Administration and to me during 1998 by the
Governor and his staff, members of the Legislature, bar associations and individual lawyers
and laypersons.

The Derek Photographers Group



Please Do Not Destroy or Discard This Report.

When this report is of no further value to the holder, please return it to the Office of
Court Administration, 25 Beaver Street, New York, N.Y. 10004, so that copies will be

available for replacement in our sets and for distribution to those who may request
them in the future.
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