
WHEN ERICK MOORE was a seve n t h - g r a d e r, he got caught
at school with marijuana. His mother’s initial reaction when the
school called her with the bad news: “You got the wrong kid.”
“I never would have thought; I didn’t catch any of the signs,”
comments T h e resa Mo o re, adding that Erick, once an honor
student, took a dow n w a rd spiral over the next three years. 

Erick ended up on probation—landing in jail on harrassment
charges along the way—and  was eventually suspended fro m
school. His parents we re seriously considering placing him in a
g roup home for troubled teens when they learned of another
option during a visit to Family Court: the Mo n roe County
Ju venile Drug Court .

The first of its kind in New Yo rk and an outgrowth of the state’s
successful adult counterparts—adult drug courts have prove n
e f f e c t i ve in breaking the cycle of substance abuse and crime—the
Mo n roe County Ju venile Drug Treatment Court focuses on
substance-abusing youngsters who commit nonviolent offenses,
combining rehabilitation and intensive judicial monitoring in
getting their lives back on track. Pa rticipation is vo l u n t a ry, with the
i n c e n t i ve that charges are usually dropped if the teen makes a
minimum one-year commitment to the program. 

The court works with the yo u n g s t e r’s treatment prov i d e r s ,
teachers and family in keeping tabs on the teen’s pro g ress. T h o s e
who don’t stay clean face sanctions ranging from an earlier curf ew
to house arrest or a one-week stay at an out-of-town juve n i l e
dentention center, while rew a rds include praise from the judge and
donated items such as T- s h i rts and gift certificates to fast-food
eateries. Youngsters must remain dru g - f ree, get their school grades

u p, perform community service and engage in various skill-
building activities, among other re q u i rements, in order to graduate.

“These children are ve ry needy, but when we’re able to get
t h rough to them it’s heartwarming, emotionally satisfying, to see
the positive changes they make. We’ve lost a few to out-of-home
placement, but the ones who are successful make up in spades for
the ones we can’t get through to,” comments the court’s pre s i d i n g
judge, Anthony Sciolino. 

Erick Mo o re, among the court’s first set of graduates, turned
out to be one of these success stories. Today he’s off dru g s ,
making A’s in school and working part -

NONPROFIT GROUP GIVES FAMILY COURT LITIGANTS A LIFT
WITH SMILING FACES such a rarity at
F a m i ly Court , the friendly countenance of
L i vea Ortiz is a welcome sight for many,
especially first-timers, entering the
Manhattan Family Court lobby in down-
town New York City. Ms. Ortiz, seated
behind an information table situated just off
the elevator bank of the courthouse lobby,
is something of a fixture at the court,
spending several hours every weekday
responding to litigants’ questions about
c o u rt pro c e d u res and related matters.

The Manhattan Family Court info r-
mation table and similar ones located in

the city’s four other boroughs are oper-
ated by Legal Information for Families
To d ay (LIFT), a nonprofit organization
whose mission is “to empower childre n
and families, and educate the commu n i t y
by expanding access to info r m a t i o n
re g a rding family law and child we l f a re
i s s u e s .” LIFT was founded in 1996 by two
l aw yers who wanted to do more to assist
F a m i ly Court litigants, m a ny of whom 
a re among the city’s poorest families.
LIFT provides them with information and
re fers them to services critical to the
resolution of their cases.

On a bitterly cold winter morning,a soft-
spoken, well-dressed woman sheepishly
ap p roaches Ms. O rt i z ’s table.The wo m a n
s ays her child’s father,who she claims neve r
p rovided any support—financial or other-
wise—to the yo u n g s t e r,spent the prev i o u s
we e kend with the boy and now refuses to
p a rt with him.She tells Ms.O rtiz the father
has turned the boy against her, filing a
F a m i ly Court petition alleging she’s an unfit
m o t h e r.The woman informs Ms.O rtiz that
s h e ’s taken good care of the nine-ye a r- o l d
since birth and that she’s obtained letters
of re fe rence support i n g
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Young Addicts Get New Lease on Life at Juvenile Drug Court 

A beaming Judge Anthony Sciolino with Monroe County Juvenile
Treatment Court graduates (from left to right) Jonathan Gates, E ri ck
M o o re,Monica Donov a n ,G e o r ge Soto and Joshua Hastings.
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her case.M s .O rtiz listens patiently as the
distraught mom recounts her ord e a l ,t h e n
fills her in on court p ro c e d u re and re fe r s
her to a legal services agency.The wo m a n ,
ove rcome with emotion, hugs Ms. O rt i z
and thanks her for her help.“Please stop by
and let me know how your case is go i n g ,”
requests a visibly moved Ms. O rtiz as the
woman walks tow a rd the courthouse exit.

Filling A Gap

“ We responded to nearly 19,000
inquiries last year and distributed well ove r
60,000 informational guides,” says LIFT
E xe c u t i ve Director Stephanie Nilva, a n
a t t o r n ey with a background in family law
who joined the organization in Fe b r u a ry
2 0 0 1 .“ We ’re filling a gap,s e rving a need fo r
people in the midst of ve ry emotionally
t rying circ u m s t a n c e s . We ’re there to
a n swer questions at the point when people
first walk into the court , c o n f u s e d . We
s e rve them anony m o u s ly,m a ke eye contact
and ask if they need help.” 

And with the serious shortage of
attorneys for indigent litigants—due to
cutbacks in legal services programs and
attorneys dropping out of the courts’
assigned counsel panels because the pay
doesn’t even cover expenses in many
i n s t a n c e s — M s .Nilva re p o rts that a lot of
F a m i ly Court litigants either complain that
t h ey ’re not able to get an attorney or that
their attorneys are overwhelmed with
c a s e s .“ I t ’s a re a l ly serious pro b l e m .T h e re are
so few attorney s , so many cases, t h a t
litigants often look to us for help in
explaining how the process wo r k s ,” she say s ,
a dding that LIFT staffers alw ays make clear
to litigants that they ’re not attorneys and can
o n ly dispense info r m a t i o n ,not legal advice.

LIFT keeps a tally of all inquiries by
category, providing those who visit its
tables with essential information about
paternity, child support, custody and
visitation, domestic violence, juvenile
delinquency and other Family Court
p ro c e e d i n g s . In addition to the fact sheets
and pamphlets LIFT collects from various
social service and government agencies to
distribute to litigants, the organization
publishes its own informational materials,
including bro c h u res entitled “Tips A b o u t
Going to Family Court and Working with

Your A t t o r n ey,” “ Twe l ve Things You Should
K n ow About Child Pro t e c t i ve Pro c e e d i n g s ,”
“The Rights of Grandparents in Family
C o u rt ,” and “Child Support :A Guide fo r
Those Who Pay.” LIFT also makes re fe rr a l s
to domestic violence shelters, drug tre a t -
ment programs and other services for
families in crisis and conducts wo r k s h o p s
on a variety of family law matters in
c o m munities throughout New York City.

LIFT volunteer Mary Pe r l m a n , w h o
teams up with Ms. O rtiz in Manhattan
F a m i ly Court on T h u r s d ays and also helps
out at the Bro o k lyn Family Court ’s
i n formation table,s ays LIFT serves all types
of people.“One woman looked like one of
those ladies who lunch.She looked like she
d i d n ’t have a care in the wo r l d ,but it turned
out she had domestic violence issues,” Ms.
Perlman re m a r k s .“Most of the people just
want someone to listen to them.I don’t fe e l
l i ke we ’re going to change their live s
e n o r m o u s ly, but it’s all the little steps in
b e t ween and the fact that we want to help
t h e m . People react to us in a ve ry positive
w ay.” “ You re a l ly get to know some of
these people. Not only do you play an
i n formational ro l e,yo u ’re a sympathetic ear

to someone in distre s s ,” adds Ms.O rt i z .

P r oviding Essential Inf o r m a t i o n
and Outreach Ser v i c e s

Last fall LIFT sponsored its second
a n nual Day in Family Court , i nviting a
g roup of pro fessionals from the private,
public and nonprofit sectors to tour the
c i t y ’s Family Court facilities, o b s e rve
various court room pro c e e d i n g s , a n d
interact with judges and court staff.
October 2001 Day in Family Court
attendee Kevin Curnin,A t t o r n ey Dire c t o r
of The Public Service Project at Stro o c k ,
S t roock & Lav a n , L L P, was paired with
B ro o k lyn Family Court Judge Betty
S t a t o n , who shared Family Court anec-
dotes and other information with her
g u e s t .“A full immersion like this is a re a l
eye - o p e n e r. It hits home when yo u ’re
a c t u a l ly there, the challenges faced by
both the litigants and judges. This is a
g reat pro g r a m .Getting people invo l ved at
this level can lead to a longer- t e r m
c o m m i t m e n t ,” comments Mr.C u r n i n ,w h o
a dds that several paralegals from his firm
re c e n t ly began staffing the LIFT info r-
mation tables at Bro o k lyn and Manhattan
F a m i ly Court on a pro bono basis.

N ew York City Family Court A d m i n i s-
t r a t i ve Judge Joseph Lauria,who facilitated
a lunch discussion for those who attended
L I F T ’s Day in Family Court this past
O c t o b e r, has this to say about the annu a l
eve n t : “ I t ’s a positive ve n t u re, e n g a g i n g
members of the community in the impor-
tant work that goes on inside Family
C o u rt .” Of LIFT’s overall contributions to
F a m i ly Court , Judge Lauria comments,
“ T h ey offer pro fessional outre a c h ,p rov i d i n g
guidance to Family Court litigants,e s p e c i a l ly
those who are self-re p re s e n t e d . A n d
because the information tables are located
right in the courthouse lobbies, LIFT is
e a s i ly accessible to the public. I’m ve ry
h ap py LIFT now has a presence in all five
b o ro u g h s .” As undoubtedly are thousands
of Family Court litigants citywide. ◆

Livea Ortiz at LIFT’s information table in
Manhattan Family Court .

“ L I F T ” continued from page 1

For more information about LIFT, visit its
Web site at www. L I F To n l i n e.org or call 

(646) 613-9633.
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We’d like to hear from you. We 

also welcome any comments 

about the newsletter as well as 

story ideas for future issues. 

Please send juror anecdotes, 

newsletter suggestions and 

story ideas to:

Jury Pool News Editor

New York State Unified  

Court System

25 BeaverStreet, Suite 1049

New York, NY 10004

E-mail address:

a h a c k e l @ c o u r t s . s t a t e . n y . u s

For a virtual courthouse tour, 

a lesson in the evolution of our 

court system or to learn more 

about the New York State courts’

educational and community outreach

programs, visit us on the Web at

w w w . c o u r t s . s t a t e . u s / c o m m u n i t y _ o u t r e a c h .

Jury Pool News

The f o l l ow i n g , penned by pub l i s h e r
Michael J.W a l ke r w i c z , is an ab b rev i a t e d
version of an editorial that a p p e a r ed in
The Ellenville Pre s sthis past December 7.

As many of you know, I feel that as citizens of this
c o u n t ry we have certain obligations or duties to perform. One, of
course, is to vote; another to protect our great country in times of
national need such as we are enduring right now. T h e re is one other
duty of such importance I recently carried out for the first time, and
that is jury duty. Ah, jury duty, the grand pain, but how about if it
is you sitting accused? Who would you want sitting there figuring
out if the state is right or wrong? Think about that for a minute.

Yes, think about just that with fresh images coming out of
Afghanistan showing how the Taliban conducted themselves with
their own citizens accused of crimes—the images of a soccer field
used to execute women and men. Do you think for one moment the
accused parties had a jury of their peers deliberating their innocence
or guilt? The reason we have this great freedom in America is because
of the duties we have as citizens, duties that must be borne by all
c i t i zens of this great land.

I recently was summoned to jury duty. I was called to serve along
with some 300 others who showed up in two separate sessions. I met
Commissioner of Ju rors Richard Ma t t h ews and his dedicated staff
who guided me through my jury service. And although the court is
perceived to be blind to exemptions, we found Commissioner
Ma t t h ews not to be. If there are circumstances beyond your contro l ,
the commissioner is not uncompassionate. I found this out when,
upon being summoned for jury duty last summer, I called his office
to say it’s our busy season and ask if, as a small business ow n e r, I could
be called at a later date. Commissioner Ma t t h ews was more than
obliging. And as I’d promised, when my call for service came in
November I showed up and did my duty. 

Ac t u a l l y, jury service can be most educational as you get to see the
system at work firsthand. Ju ry service was not as smooth as silk, and
often we we re asked to be patient as the commissioner and his staff
w o rked through the details of the jury selection process. Howe ve r,
e ve ry effort was made to make our tour of service as comfortable and
pleasant as possible.

Ju ry selection is a re m a rkable process and one that eve ryone should
go through. It is not at all like anything you see on television. On c e
yo u’ve been selected you will serve throughout the life of the case
unless some unforeseen circumstance comes up. Once yo u’ve serve d ,
it will be several years before yo u’re called to serve again so that justice
may pre vail in this great but imperfect land. An imperfect nation,
yes, but one with a justice system that is swift and fair.

The following, penned by publisher Michael J.
Walkerwicz, is an abbreviated version of an
editorial that appeared in 
this past December 7.

Juror Mailbox



criminal juries, with ve rdicts there ranging
f rom not guilty to not proven to guilty.T h e
not proven verdict, though it has the

identical legal consequences of a not
guilty ve rd i c t , is of course rather like ly
to tarnish the accused’s image.
Another interesting fact about the

Scottish jury system: There is no
equivalent of a voir dire, the philosophy

being that both the accused and prosecutor
must simply accept the jurors who emerge fro m
the random selection pro c e s s .The feeling is that

the biases of the individuals will be diminished by
the group decision-making dynamic.

R e s e a r ch Leads to Insights on American J u r y

Much can be learned about the American jury by
comparing it with jury systems that have evo l ved in other coun-
t r i e s ,s ays Neil V i d m a r,a pro fessor of law and psychology at Duke
U n i versity and the author of nu m e rous articles and books on the
j u ry system.“The history of how these systems developed and
s u rv i ve today is fascinating. So is the fact that many add i t i o n a l
countries had juries and then abandoned them,” he comments.
P ro fessor Vidmar adds that according to rough historical data
t h e re we re pro b a b ly an additional 25 jury systems worldwide at
one time or another.

O ver the past several decades, the jury system has either been
abolished or fallen into disuse in some former British colonies
and terr i t o r i e s .In some cases indigenous law replaced English law,
and in others the jury was rejected because of its association with
o p p re s s i ve colonial rule.For instance,those in South A f r i c a ’s legal
and academic circles have been adverse to the idea of reviving the
j u ry system—jury trials we re abolished
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MOST AMERICANS PROBABLY NEVER put
much thought into it but would likely be
surprised to learn that over 50 countries
and dependencies around the globe,
f rom Scotland to Sri Lanka, h ave s o m e
type of jury system. The roots of the
English jury can be traced back at least 800
ye a r s ,with England exporting the jury system
to A f r i c a ,Asia and the Carribean through its
global empire.

The jury system also traveled via
Napoleonic conquests and other routes.
S u p p o rters of the French Revolution admire d
the English jury,and some form of it was included
in the Napoleonic Code of 1808. C o n s e q u e n t ly,
j u ry systems we re introduced into other parts of
Europe, including Belgium, Greece, Norway, Spain and
Po rt u g a l . In turn,the Spanish and Po rtugese brought the jury into
Central and South A m e r i c a .

A Mirror of Local Culture and Political Beliefs

Although these various jury systems share the same English
heritage and a similar overall structure, each has evolved
s o m ewhat diffe re n t ly, reflecting the local culture and political
b e l i e f s . Some re q u i re a unanimous ve rd i c t , while others re ly on
majority ve rdicts for a criminal conv i c t i o n . Other diffe re n c e s
include how jurors are selected and the degree of autonomy they
h ave as well as the level of media influence on jury trials.

For example, in Canada, w h e re the right to trial by jury was
first recognized in 1758 in Nova Scotia, t wo jurors rather than
the judge have the sole responsibility of deciding whether a
p ro s p e c t i ve juror is impart i a l .S c o t l a n d ,w h e re the jury deve l o p e d
in tandem with its English counterpart, employs 15-member

Some Jury Factoids

Continued on Pa ge 6

c In most countries the
defense in a criminal tri a l
is not allowed to make 
an opening statement.

c S ri Lankan jurors must be
over 21, meet a cert a i n
educational standard and
make at least 300 ru p e e s
per month. 

c Au s t rian jurors who 
reach a guilty ve rd i c t
decide the defendant’s

punishment collective l y
with three judges.

c In England, the judge has
considerable latitude in
letting the jury know his or
her view of the evidence.

c A lawyer practicing in
Canada may face seri o u s
consequences, including
contempt of court
charges, censure fro m
colleagues or both, for

holding a press confere n c e
to discuss evidence or any 
other matter that may
h a ve an effect on the tri a l .

c England emphasizes fair
t rial over speech, barri n g
the media from publish-
ing prejudicial materi a l
b e f o re or during trial, and
e ven following the trial if
that information has the
potential to interf e re with
f u t u re legal pro c e e d i n g s .

c In Canada, the judge
reviews the evidence—a
p ro c e d u re called
“summing up” — b e f o re
sending the jury to
deliberate. 

c In Australia, New Ze a l a n d
and Scotland (see above for
m o re details on the latter),
the jury is usually chosen
without the jurors being
q u e s t i o n e d .

A Look at Jury Systems Around the Wo r l d
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IN A SPECIAL CEREMONY
fo l l owing Chief Judge Judith Kaye ’s
State of the Ju d i c i a ry add ress this
past Janu a ry 14, the New Yo r k
State courts paid tribute to the
selfless court officers who riske d
their lives to assist in the
evacuation of the World Tr a d e
Center in the wake of the
September 11 attacks.T h ree of
the officers—Captain W i l l i a m
H a rry Thompson and Senior
C o u rt Officers Thomas Ju r g e n s
and Mitchel Wa l l a c e — we re killed
in the collapse of the Center’s
south towe r.

“ N ow more than eve r, it is
i m p o rtant that we reaffirm our
faith in the future of America and
American justice,” Chief Ju d g e
K aye said in her annual add re s s .
“No one feels this more deeply
than our honorees today,h e ro e s
eve ry single one of them—the
valiant court officers who raced 
to Ground Zero to evacuate the
C o u rt of Claims and to save live s ,
and the families of three beloved officers who did not
return . . .We mourn with them,with all our court family
and with people the world over who also lost loved ones.”
F i ve World Trade Center was home to several of the state’s
C o u rt of Claims court rooms and offices.

“ C o u rt officers who . . . d i d n ’t have to be there but
because of the strength of their character and the
goodness of their heart s , instead of fleeing lowe r
M a n h a t t a n ,t h ey went into the infe r n o.And because of
t h a t , tens of thousands of people who otherwise wo u l d
h ave died are alive today.On that morning,we lost thre e
of those brave souls,” said New York State Gove r n o r
George Pataki, who with Chief Judge Kaye handed out the
c o u rt ’s highest aw a rd—the Medal of Honor—to family

members of the three who
perished in the attack.“ We neve r
stop being inspired by their
c o u r a g e,” he add e d .

C aptain T h o m p s o n , a 27-ye a r
veteran of the courts who
wo r ked in the court officers’
training academy in lowe r
Manhattan—walking distance
f rom Ground Zero—rushed to
the attack site after watching,
f rom one of the academy ’s
w i n d ow s , the second plane hit
the Center’s south towe r. S e n i o r
C o u rt Officer Thomas Ju r g e n s , a
2 6 - ye a r-old new ly wed and a
c o u rt officer since 1997,was one
of ten Manhattan Supreme Court
officers with emergency medical
training  who raced to the scene
on a jury bus. Senior Court
Officer Mitchel Wallace had just
emerged from the subway on his
w ay to work as the two planes
hit the Twin Towe r s .He ran to
F i ve World Trade to assist in the
ev a c u a t i o n , but like Cap t a i n

Thompson and  Officer Ju r g e n s , was in the lower level of
the building when the Center’s south tower fe l l .O f f i c e r
Wallace was engaged to be marr i e d .His fiancée accepted
the posthumous aw a rd .

Medal of Valor aw a rd s — for service above and beyo n d
the call of duty—went to 23 officers, s everal of whom
we re trapped and injured in the collapse of the south
t owe r, for their brave ry that fateful day.A dd i t i o n a l ly, 1 2
officers re c e i ved a Medal for Distinguished Service fo r
their assistance in the rescue effo rt s. As Chief
A d m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge Jonathan Lippman, who hosted the
special tribute, p ro c l a i m e d ,“ T h ey did not become hero e s
that day but we re in our midst already hero e s .”    

A misty-eyed Chief Judge Kaye with
a wa rdee Major Reginald Mebane, t h e
commander of the three offi c e rs who
p e rished in the September 11 re s c u e
e f fo rt s.Major Mebane commandeere d
the jury bus that rushed to the Wo r l d
Trade Center minutes after the attack .

CO U R T HE R O E S HO N O R E D I N SP E C I A L CE R E M O N Y

Questions, comments or suggestions about the jury system? Call 1-8 00-NY-J U R OR , e-mail us at: nyjuror@courts.state.ny.us 

or write to Chief Judge Judith Kaye, Continuing Jury Reform, 25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004



P A G E  6

time at a local craft store. “He got the job on his own,” says
his mother pro u d l y. Mrs. Mo o re adds that her son no longer
associates with any of his old friends and keeps a ve ry busy
schedule, also taking a vocational course in automotive re p a i r.

Building Skills, Providing Moral Su p p o rt
Judge Sciolino says the Mo n roe County Ju venile Tre a t m e n t

C o u rt was launched in June 2000 because the traditional way of
handling cases like Er i c k’s just doesn’t work. “Once we started to
do this intensive drug screening, we found that a lot more
youngsters than we re a l i zed had this problem. We tell them that
getting off drugs is hard work, but promise that we’ll be with them
e ve ry step of the way. We’ve a panoply of re s p o n s e s — o u t p a t i e n t
t reatment, support groups and such—depending on their needs.”

C a rolyn Cooper, director of the U.S. Justice De p a rt m e n t’s
Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Pro j e c t ,
says substance-abusing teens often have other serious issues—
f a m i l y, mental health and other problems—that need to be dealt
with.  Ms. Cooper supports the augmented use of what she calls
“experiential activities” — a rt therapy, cre a t i ve writing, athletic
programs, job-readiness training and the like—to build
yo u n g s t e r s’ skills and enhance their self-esteem, a crucial step
on the road to sobriety.

“What makes working with these youngsters especially tricky
is that they can’t walk away from a household or school that may
be contributing to their drug use,” comments drug court specialist
Daniel De Bruin, who works at the court. “One of the mantras
for the re c overing community is that you have to change the
people, places and things in your life to be successful in fighting

your addiction. Not being able to change their surro u n d i n g s
makes it even more difficult to give these youngsters the stre n g t h
and tools they need to alter their behavior. ”

Amazing Tr a n s f o rm a t i o n s
Despite these obstacles Mr. DeBruin reports witnessing

“significant, dramatic changes” in both the court’s graduates and
those who’ve yet to complete the program, changes he attributes
to the court’s close judicial monitoring and its many serv i c e s .
The transformation is amazing in some cases, he re m a rks, citing
the example of one offender who arrived at the court an out-
o f - c o n t rol street teen and left a straight-A student. This yo u n g
l a d y, who spoke at the court’s December graduation cere m o n y
and got a standing ovation, is headed for college come next fall,
ve ry likely on a scholarship, adds Mr. De Bruin.  

In another case, Judge Sciolino recalls asking a young man who
was struggling through the re c ove ry process what more the court
could do for him. The yo u n g s t e r’s reply: “Keep believing in me.”
Says the judge, “T h a t’s what we give these kids. We believe they’re
capable of doing more, that they’re salavageable.”                     ◆

“Juvenile Drug Court ” continued from page 1

“ J u ry Systems” continued from page 4

t h e re in 1969—in large part because of a
h i s t o ry of all-white juries rendering unjust
verdicts against non-white defendants.
However, Ghana, formerly the Gold
Coast, retains a criminal jury system.
Juries there are composed of seven
m e m b e r s , all of whom must be re s i d e n t s
of Ghana between the ages of 25 and 60.

The jury has come and gone in Jap a n ,
but there have been hopes for its re t u r n
in the past few ye a r s .J apan held jury trials
in the late 1920s—a period of relative
liberalism—then abandoned the jury
system with the rise of militarism in the
mid-1930s.The country suspended its
j u ry system during the second world war
because there we re n ’t a sufficient nu m b e r
of males to serve as jurors, but the
government re c e n t ly introduced a mixe d
panel of judges and lay “assessors” at
trials. “I believe the Japanese bar will
continue to push for the revival of the

jury,” predicts jury expert G.Thomas
M u n s t e r m a n ,d i rector of the Center fo r
Ju ry Studies for the National Center fo r
State Court s , who has wo r ked with the
J apanese on this ve ry issue.

Although the jury has yet to make a
comeback in Jap a n ,i t ’s been re s t o red in
both Spain and Russia in recent ye a r s .T h e
liberal constitutions of 1812, 1837 and
1869 provided for some kind of trial by
j u ry in Spain. Ju ry trials we re suspended
in 1923 and again between 1931 and
1 9 3 6 ,with the jury rev i ved there in 1995.
The jury trial was introduced in Russia
under Alexander II’s judicial reforms of
1 8 6 4 , then abolished by the Bolsheviks in
1917 and brought back in 1993.

In both countries the jury is selected
from at least 20 prospective jurors
who’ve been preliminarily screened.
Potential jurors are then questioned on
their ability to be fair and impart i a l . Ju ry

deliberations in both Spain and Russia are
entirely secret, with Spanish jurors
re q u i red to give a summary rationale fo r
their ve rd i c t , indicating the evidence upon
which the ve rdict was based.T h a t ’s a far
cry from the way it’s done in Brazil—
Brazil’s jury system has been in
continuous operation since first being
adopted in 1822—where jurors reach a
ve rdict without any deliberations.Vo t i n g
is done by secret ballot, with a fo u r- t o -
s even majority re q u i red for a conv i c t i o n .

One thing is clear from the re s e a rc h :
despite the variation in jury trials fro m
c o u n t ry to country and despite the jury ’s
decline in some locales, the jury is still a
viable institution in many parts of the
world and definitely one worthy of
o n going study. As Pro fessor Vidmar puts
i t ,“The more we learn about juries the
m o re we may understand the role they
p l ay in democratic societies.”  ◆

Since the start-up of the Monroe County Juvenile Drug Court

nearly two years ago, several other juvenile treatment courts

have sprung up around the state. Suffolk County’s juvenile

drug court began taking cases early this year, and the

Tonawanda Juvenile Drug Court and Harlem Juvenile

Intervention Court are now operating on a pilot b a s i s .



TA L K ABOUT CAREER CHANGES.
Schenectady County Su r ro g a t e

C o u rt Judge Ba r ry Kramer, also
an acting Su p reme Court jus-
tice, took a major leap in the
mid-‘60s, giving up all the
p e rks that come with being
a professional basketball
p l a yer to attend law school
full-time. A 1964 first-

round draft choice, he played with
the NBA’s Golden State Warriors before

joining the New Yo rk Knicks in 1965.
Despite a promising basketball care e r —

the Knicks offered him a contract to re t u r n
after the ‘65 season—Judge Kramer had his

sights set on becoming a doctor. As fate would
h a ve it, he needed some extra courses to get into

medical school and so opted for law school
instead. “I didn’t know much about it, didn’t know

any lawyers, but gave law school a chance and
ended up really enjoying it,” he says.

It was a tough transition for the 6"4" guard to
make, but as the judge says, “I did it, hung in there
and everything turned out well.” At one point, he
actually came ve ry close to returning to the game. “It
n e ver quite worked out, though, so I wound up on the
K n i c k s’ re t i red list,” he says lightheart e d l y. 

Although one of the biggest thrills of his life was
being sworn in as a judge, Judge Kramer says he
w o u l d n’t trade in his basketball days for anything. Hi s
teammates included Wilt Chamberlain and Willis
Reed, both of whom he admires to this day. “I had a
g reat career in basketball. I played with the best and
will always remember those days. I learned how to
compete and that when the going gets tough, you have
to reach back for something,” he comments. Ju d g e
Kramer says those lessons translated well to the legal
field, helping him in his lawyer days—he practiced for
25 years—and now as a judge.  

So what’s a day in the life of a Su r ro g a t e’s Court
judge like? The Surrogate’s Court supervises the
administration of deceased individuals’ estates.
Su r ro g a t e’s Court judges also preside over certain types
of guardianship proceedings as well as trust agre e m e n t s
and adoption proceedings. “It can be ve ry emotional
at times,” says Judge Kramer, referring to the arguments
that often arise over the validity of wills and how
p ro p e rty should be disposed of. Along with ove r s e e i n g
Su r ro g a t e’s Court, Judge Kramer also presides ove r
d i vo rce, medical malpractice and other civil pro c e e d i n g s
in his role as acting Su p reme Court justice. 

And when he needs to work off some of that
tension, the judge hits the basketball court now and
then, especially during summer. “I still enjoy the game
and try to stay in shape,” he says. The judge’s love for
the game is apparent in the way he describes a favo r i t e
p l a yer of his, Jason Kidd, of the New Jersey Nets: “Hi s
unselfishness, the way he pushes the ball up the court .
I never met him, but think he’s probably a wonderf u l
young man. I love the way he plays,” he says. In fact,
Judge Kramer’s fondness for Jason Kidd has turned
the former Knicks’ fan into something of a New Je r s e y
Ne t s’ devotee—the fact that the judge did a short stint
with the Nets may also figure into the equation.

T h e re was a time, when he was much yo u n g e r, that
the judge had re g rets about cutting his athletic care e r
short, but not anymore. Though grateful for his
exciting—albeit short—basketball career, Judge
Kramer is equally thankful for his many rew a rd i n g
years as a legal practitioner and also takes great pride
in being a judge. “It’s an honor and privilege to be a
judge. I love this job, and notwithstanding my
p revious care e r, this is the best time of life and I’m
e n j oying it,” he says enthusiastically.

J u d ge Barry Kramer in his
ch a m b e rs and on the court

d u ring his college-playing days.
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From the Basketball Court to the Courthouse, 
This Jurist Comes Out a Winner



C O U R T S I D E  C R O S S W O R D
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AC RO S S

1 . Monogram of  “The Wa s t e
Land” cre a t o r

4 . “The Gre a t e s t ”
7 . 5 7 - A c ro s s , in Madrid
1 1 . Bell's sound
1 5 . R e g i o n
1 6 . S e d a n
1 7 . U n l o c k
1 8 . Mea __,a formal acknow l e d g e -

ment of personal fault
1 9 . Ju d g e ’s ord e r, p e r h ap s :2 wo rd s
2 2 . L o o ked at gre e d i ly
2 3 . A tea lover may own some of 

t h e s e
2 4 . Goofs up
2 5 . S p re a d s , as butter
2 6 . C o n c e a l e d
2 7 . H ave a friendly talk
2 8 . Labor Day month: a b b r.
2 9 . P re c i p i t o u s
3 2 . Young horse
3 3 . S e m i p recious stone
3 4 . A p p roximated schedule for a 

t r ave l e r: a b b r.
3 7 . M a ke (a living)
3 8 . M a ryland delicacy
3 9 . The former Mrs.Tr u m p

4 0 . 1,000 times 1,000, for short
4 1 . L u m b e r j a c k ’s need
4 2 . M r. D o n a h u e
4 3 . B l u e p r i n t
4 4 . E x t re m e ly angry
4 6 . One of the Great Lake s
4 7 . H i g h w ay surc h a r g e
4 8 . M a n i c u r i s t ’s concern
4 9 . __ doubt, s t a n d a rd of proof in 

a criminal case: 3 wo rd s
5 4 . Composer Po rter and 

n a m e s a ke s
5 5 . C a t c h e r ’s need 
5 6 . Not any
5 7 . Wo rd with “guest” or coat”
5 8 . End of the we e k :a b b reviation 

( p l u r a l )
5 9 . Public disord e r
6 0 . __ Cob,C T
6 3 . C o n c l u d e
6 4 . S a fe place for storing valuables
6 6 . F l u o re s c e n t
6 7 . __ Lisa,DaVinci masterpiece
6 8 . Golfing need
6 9 . Name of a mountain system 

in Russia
7 0 . G ro a n
7 1 . __ Island, a musement area in 

B ro o k ly n ,N Y

7 2 . M i x
7 3 . T h read knot
7 4 . P a l e
7 5 . F r i g h t e n e d
7 8 . Yours and mine
7 9 . Pakistani city
8 3 . S k y, in Ve n i c e
8 4 . In a civil case, it rests with the 

p l a i n t i f f : 3 wo rd s .
8 6 . Leading role in a Puccini opera
8 7 . Land measure
8 8 . Compass point
8 9 . The late Ms. E l l i o t
9 0 . Town in England
9 1 . God of thunder
9 2 . Wo rd with “ mu f f” or “ m a r k ”
9 3 . A l t i t u d e s :a b b r.

D OWN 

1 . Elm or pine
2 . C h a i r
3 . Characteristic of our planet
4 . H u rt
5 . C o u rts uphold them
6 . A Gershwin
7 . E n c l o s u re
8 . S e p a r a t e
9 . H i l l a ry Clinton and colleagues:

a b b r.

1 0 . Unwanted picnic guest
1 1 . __ Sound, arm of the Pacific
1 2 . S o n g s t ress Fitzgerald
1 3 . One who mimics
1 4 . B oy s
1 5 . R e q u e s t
1 8 . P l a i n t i f f
2 0 . Do a haird re s s e r ’s task
2 1 . Social wo r ke r ’s re c o m m e n -

dation for certain clients, for 
s h o rt

2 5 . A c t o r- d i rector Pe n n
2 7 . Fuel sourc e
2 8 . Extend acro s s
2 9 . B a l t i c, for one
3 0 . L ev y
3 1 . Wo rd used by 43-Dow n
3 2 . Used a skillet
3 3 . C e rtain shap e s
3 4 . Send a message using modern 

t e c h n o l o gy : hyphenated wo rd
3 5 . N a m e
3 6 . B rewed beve r a g e s
3 8 . Goatee site
3 9 . __ ease, u n c o m fo rt a b l e : 2 

wo rd s
4 2 . D e fe n s e ’s “ o p p o n e n t ”
4 3 . 1 - A c ross and others
4 5 . B roccoli __, g re e n , leafy 

ve g e t a b l e
4 6 . Needle part s
4 7 . H a c k n eye d
4 9 . Surname of a Kentucky 

p i o n e e r- h u n t s m a n
5 0 . E v a d e
5 1 . “__ and the Night V i s i t o r s ,” 

popular childre n ’s opera
5 2 . Salad ingre d i e n t ,p e r h ap s
5 3 . 12:00 p. m .
5 4 . The late Mr.A t k i n s
5 8 . Wound mark
5 9 . G e nu i n e
6 0 . S w i n d l e
6 1 . Half a pair
6 2 . S t a t e
6 5 . D e s e rt l i ke
6 6 . L i ke 91-Acro s s
6 7 . King or queen
7 0 . I t ’s a fe l o ny
7 1 . Type of fish
7 2 . Place of work for 20-Dow n
7 3 . D o n key
7 4 . T h i n ,c r i s py cracke r
7 5 . S u m m i t
7 6 . A r b i t r a ry ord e r
7 7 . Former U. S .a t t o r n ey general
7 8 . That hurt s !
7 9 . Coastal region in Haw a i i
8 0 . Winter garment
8 1 . Character from the TV classic 

“ B o n a n z a ”
8 2 . No __, ands or buts
8 4 . Item for Derek Je t e r
8 5 . Laura Bush __ We l c h

1 5

1 9

2 3

2 9

3 7

4 1

5 4

5 7

6 3

6 8

7 5

8 3

8 6

9 0

1

3 0

4 9

7 6

2

3 1

5 0

7 7

3

2 6

4 6

7 2

2 0

4 2

6 4

6 9

4

1 6

3 8

6 5

5

3 2

5 8

8 4

8 7

9 1

6

2 7

5 1

5 5

7 8

2 1

2 4

4 7

7 3

7

1 7

4 3

7 0

8

3 9

6 6

9

3 3

5 9

8 5

8 8

9 2

1 0

2 8

5 2

5 6

7 9

2 5

5 3

7 4

1 8

2 2

4 4

4 8

7 1

11

4 5

6 7

8 9

9 3

1 2

3 4

4 0

6 0

8 0

1 3

3 5

6 1

8 1

1 4

3 6

6 2

8 2


