
Section 1200.22 [DR 5-103] Avoiding acquisition of interest in litigation.

(a)  A lawyer shall not acquire a proprietary interest in the cause of action or subject
matter of litigation he or she is conducting for a client, except that the lawyer may:

(1) Acquire a lien granted by law to secure the lawyer's fee or expenses.

(2) Except as provided in section 1200.11(c)(2) or (3) of this Part, contract with a
client for a reasonable contingent fee in a civil case.

(b)  While representing a client in connection with contemplated or pending litigation,
a lawyer shall not advance or guarantee financial assistance to the client, except that:

(1) A lawyer may advance or guarantee the expenses of litigation, including court
costs, expenses of investigation, expenses of medical examination, and costs of obtaining
and presenting evidence, provided the client remains ultimately liable for such expenses.

(2) Unless prohibited by law or rule of court, a

(1) A lawyer representing an indigent client on a or pro bono basis client may pay
court costs and reasonable expenses of litigation on behalf of the client;

(2) A lawyer may advance court costs and expenses of litigation, the repayment of
which may be contingent on the outcome of the matter; and

(3) A lawyer, in an action in which an attorney's fee is payable in whole or in part as
a percentage of the recovery in the action, may pay on the lawyer's own account court
costs and expenses of litigation.  In such case, the fee paid to the attorney from the
proceeds of the action may include an amount equal to such costs and expenses incurred.


